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January 25, 2022 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
The Oneida-Herkimer-Madison BOCES is aware of yesterday’s court ruling pertaining to the mask mandate. Below is the 
New York State Education Department’s response to the ruling: 
 
“The State Education Department (SED) understands that Nassau County Supreme Court has ruled that the Department of 
Health exceeded its authority in enacting the mask regulation, 10 NYCRR 2.60, in Demetriou et al. v. New York State Dep’t 
of Health et al. This regulation is the subject of conflicting decisions, insofar as Albany County Supreme Court recently 
upheld the regulation in Massapequa UFSD et al. v. Hochul, et al. 
 
It is SED’s understanding that the Department of Health will appeal the Nassau County Supreme Court decision, which will 
result in an automatic stay that will unambiguously restore the mask rule until such time as an appellate court issues a 
further ruling. Therefore, schools must continue to follow the mask rule.” 
 
At this time, the OHM BOCES continues to implement COVID-19 mitigation strategies as aligned with the State Department 
of Health (NYSDOH) and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommendations, including wearing of masks. 
Today, the NYSDOH clarified their recommendation regarding the use of masks in schools as follows: 
 
“[The] NYSDOH and New York State Education Department (NYSED) indoor masking policy aligns with positions of several 
authorities—such as the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention and the American Academy of Pediatrics—that are 
designed to prevent COVID spread in schools and communities. People in schools who are unmasked are ineligible for test-
to-stay and face stricter quarantine standards. These novel programs were put in place because strict adherence to 
mitigation measures like masking have helped make schools safer places compared to most general community settings 
that lack such measures. Any removal of these mitigation measures increases the potential for viral spread, leading to 
widespread quarantine and possibly forcing school closures.” 
 
We appreciate the efforts of parents, students and staff in continuing to comply with our COVID-19 mitigation strategies, 
including the wearing of masks. Our combined efforts have allowed us to keep our schools open, and students and staff 
safe thus far. 
 
Additional information, updates and/or changes will be shared as we learn more. Thank you for your continued support 
and willingness to help best serve our students. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Christopher Hill 
 
Assistant Superintendent 
for Instructional Programs and Professional Learning  


